Wh-movement syntax lecture notes
Ling499a, Spring 2009

0. Some basic terminology
- A positions vs. A’ positions
- theta roles and case
- arguments vs. adjuncts

1. Properties of English WH-questions
- they overtly move to A’ positions (cf. subj vs. obj?) to determine scope (matrix vs. embedded)
- landing site (cf. doubly filled comp)


I don’t know when that/whether john came 

( * in English, but ok in some dialects of Dutch, German

- potentially unbounded (cf. A-movement)

- wh-trace is case marked
- pied-piping vs. stranding
2. Constraints on wh-movement

- that-t filter

- island constraints (RC island, Complex NP island, Wh-island, etc.)

3. Other kinds of A’-movement

- Relativization

- topicalization

- rightward movement (heavy NP-shift, extraposition)

For Thursday

- read Boeckx

- I’ll assign Lab 1 on Thursday, which is about constructing island violation sentences and collect acceptability judgment data. When you read Boeckx, pay attention to the properties of various island violations, because you are going to make those island violation sentences yourselves!

